
CLIMATE BIASES
Bias Policies Assumptions Examples

Denial

 � Actively dismiss CC  � Govt. regulations 
harm capitalism & 
democracy

 � CC science is a fad or 
conspiracy

Merchants of Doubt

George Wills

WSJ Editor Paul Gigot

Lukewarm

 � Ignore CC

 � Grow the economy and 
capacity to adapt

 � Costs of CC will be 
small compared to the 
benefits of economic 
growth

 � Slow change does not 
disrupt civilization

Steven Koonin

Bjorn Lumberg

Jim Manzi

Risk 
Management

 � Measure

 � Predict

 � Manage

 � Innovate

 � Price CC impacts 

 � Markets can respond

 � Linear, incremental 
impacts are 
manageable

 � Few extreme events

Bob Litterman 
Goldman Sachs

PwC

McKinsey 

Emergency

 � Energy policies

 � Price carbon

 � Global treaties

 � Strengthen borders to 
stop climate refugees 

 � Enhance defense

 � Trust mainstream 
scientific predictions

 � CC impacts already 
significant

Elizabeth Warren

IPCC

Far right climate

The Guardian style 
guide

Crisis

 � Geo-engineer

 � Stop making babies

 � Revolutionize capitalism 
with socialism or other 
means of production

 � Keep people in poverty

 � Tipping points produce 
civilization-disrupting 
changes to agriculture, 
health, & coastal cities

Naomi Kline

Bill McKibben

Extinction Rebellion

Greta Thunberg

Resignation

 � Depression

 � Avoidance

 � Party until the end

 � Prepare for apocalypse

 � Pace & scale of change 
exceed human capacity 
to adapt

 � CC caused other mass 
extinctions

 � Global collaboration is 
impossible

David Wallace-Wells

Jonathan Franzen

SNL skit w Colin Jost

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merchants_of_Doubt
https://www.desmogblog.com/george-will
https://www.wsj.com/video/opinion-why-climate-justice-hurts-the-poor/F7CAAAA6-F754-4779-A8E6-8944F9BEFDDC.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-climate-wont-crash-the-economy-1543276899
https://nypost.com/2018/11/28/the-media-got-it-all-wrong-on-the-new-us-climate-report/
http://theamericanscene.com/2010/04/20/krugman-on-climate-iii-resorting-to-pascal-s-wager
https://niskanencenter.org/blog/how-to-think-about-climate-risk/
https://niskanencenter.org/blog/how-to-think-about-climate-risk/
https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/services/sustainability.html
https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/sustainability/how-we-help-clients
https://medium.com/@teamwarren/my-green-manufacturing-plan-for-america-fc0ad53ab614
https://www.ipcc.ch/reports/
http://nymag.com/intelligencer/2019/03/climate-science-invites-liberal-solutions-or-fascist-ones.html
https://theconversation.com/language-matters-when-the-earth-is-in-the-midst-of-a-climate-crisis-117796
https://theconversation.com/language-matters-when-the-earth-is-in-the-midst-of-a-climate-crisis-117796
https://thischangeseverything.org/book/
http://billmckibben.com/falter.html
https://rebellion.earth/
https://newrepublic.com/article/155170/sinners-hands-angry-greta-thunberg
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2017/07/climate-change-earth-too-hot-for-humans-annotated.html
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/cultural-comment/what-if-we-stopped-pretending
https://www.nbc.com/saturday-night-live/video/weekend-update-uns-climate-change-report/3812222

